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shall always value as a token of the good will and friendliness of the kind giver. I believe I have never written for popularity, but God forbid I should be indifferent to such marks of esteem and confidence as now and then fall to my share, when scholars and good men are pleased with my works. I am thankful to have shaken your kind hand, and to carry away your good opinion. Please God, the gold pen shall tell no lies while it lives with me. As for the splendid case, I shall put it into my children's museum. I know how pleased and proud they will be at such tokens of friendship shown to their father. " Believe me always, my dear Sir,
"Your faithful and obliged
"W. M. THACKERAY.*
"To CLEMENT C. BIDDLE, ESQ., "SPRUCE STREET."
He had at this time collected his earlier writings, and they were now republished in four volumes by Messrs. Bradbury & Evans, under the title of Miscellanies, and no doubt contain what he considered the best of his minor writings, though that last expression can scarcely apply to Barry Lyndon.
*Haud Immemor.